
CHECKLIST FOR APPLYING FOR A CHANGE OF STATUS TO F-1

Some preliminary thoughts: This Checklist is directed to individuals, usually those holding B-1/B-2 visitor status, 
who wish to change status in the United States to that of an F-1 student.  

USCIS may deny an application in the exercise of discretion and frequently will do so if it appears that the 
person entered the United States in a non-student category with a preconceived intent to attend school. In 
such cases, USCIS will make a determination that the individual's intent was to circumvent the normal visa issuing 
process, deny the application for change of status, and order the student to depart or face removal proceedings. 
This is particularly so if an application for change of status is made shortly after entry into the United States.  

Absent documentary evidence of the face that there was no preconceived intent to attend school, a wait of 60-90 
days after admission would be advisable to avoid such a charge in the context of an application to change to 
student status. DOS uses a "30-60" rule in determining whether an individual committed fraud in seeking a non-
immigrant visa in cases in which the person applies for a change of status shortly after arrival in the United 
States. A request for a change of status made within 30 days of arrival creates a rebuttable presumption that the 
individual committed fraud in the initial visa application, and the burden falls upon the visa applicant to present 
evidence to rebut the presumption of fraud. 

DOCUMENTS:

Form I-20 issued by your school of choice must be submitted.

Copy of Form I-94

Colored copy of Passport Page: submit copies of the "biographic" pages of the passport noting details 
of birth and citizenship.

Copies of all visas previously issued by DOS

Evidence of Finances: Submit evidence of your ability to finance your first academic year. This is 
done through bank statements, statement of liquid assets (stocks, bonds, etc.) or documents from 
sponsors.

Evidence of Ties to Home Country: Submit evidence of family, financial, social ties.

Evidence of Tourist (or other Non-Immigrant) Activities: Submit photos and other evidence of your 
activities as a tourist. Include a copy of your return ticket. If you are here on H-1B, H-4 or other non-
immigrant visa, provide proof of lawful status.

Evidence of Family Relationship: If you have dependents, you must also submit a copy of their I-94s 
as well as evidence of the family relationship such as marriage or birth certificates.

FILING FEES: USCIS/DOS filing fees total $490.00

Please bring all relevant documents during your initial consultation. Atty. Carmen Villamor and her legal team 
will be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding the F-1 process or any other immigration-
related matter. We look forward to seeing you. 
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